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Nations in the Holy Qur’an: An Analytical Study of Their Concept and the
Divine Laws Governing Their Rise and Fall

Fatma Mustafa Saed Abadi*
Islamic Studies Department, Faculty of Arts and Languages, University of Tripoli, Libya

Abstract

This study examines the concept of nations (Ummah) in the Holy Qur’an as one of the fundamental Qur’anic concepts related to
understanding the nature and development of human societies. The research aims to clarify the linguistic and terminological
meanings of the term “Ummah” in the Qur’an and to analyze the various contexts in which it appears. It also highlights related
terms used in the Qur’anic discourse, such as people, tribes, and generations. In addition, the study discusses the different types
of nations mentioned in the Qur’an, whether in relation to the call to faith and response to it, or in terms of different creations
such as humans, jinn, and other living beings. Furthermore, the research explores the main factors that contribute to the rise and
empowerment of nations, including faith, justice, and unity, as well as the causes that lead to their decline and destruction, such
as disbelief, injustice, and division. The study adopts a descriptive and analytical approach by examining relevant Qur’anic verses
and analyzing their meanings with reference to classical interpretations and linguistic sources. The importance of this research
lies in highlighting the comprehensive Qur’anic perspective on the development of nations and the divine laws governing the rise
and fall of civilizations throughout history.
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